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22nd Consecutive Year of Trade Surplus 

 

In 2019, Malaysia’s trade surplus continued to register double-digit growth for 3 

consecutive years, widening by 11% to RM137.39 billion compared to RM123.78 

billion in 2018. This was the largest trade surplus since 2009, representing Malaysia’s 

achievement of 22nd consecutive year of trade surplus.  

 

In tandem with softer global demand amid trade tensions and unfavourable external 

economic conditions, total trade contracted by 2.5% to RM1.835 trillion. Exports 

decreased marginally by 1.7% to RM986.4 billion, from the preceding year while 

imports declined by 3.5% to RM849.01 billion. 

 

Lower trade was recorded with Singapore, Hong Kong SAR, France, Thailand and 

Japan. Nevertheless, higher trade was registered with the United States (US), the 

United Arab Emirates (UAE), the Philippines, Cambodia, Mexico and the United 

Kingdom (UK). 
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Trade Performance with Major Markets 

 

ASEAN - Remained the Leading Regional Trading Partner 

 

ASEAN, which accounted for 26.6% of Malaysia’s total trade in 2019, with a value of 

RM488.91 billion, recorded a decrease of 4.4% in 2019. Exports to ASEAN amounted 

to RM284.03 billion, constituting 28.8% of Malaysia’s total exports.  

 

Exports to the region posted a marginal decrease of 1.1%, weighed down by lower 

exports of electrical and electronic (E&E) products and commodity-based products 

especially petroleum products, crude petroleum as well as rubber products. However, 

the decline was offset by higher exports of iron and steel products, machinery, 

equipment and parts, liquefied natural gas (LNG) as well as petroleum condensates 

and other petroleum oil which collectively increased by RM7.19 billion. 

 

In 2019, Singapore, Thailand and Viet Nam remained as Malaysia’s top 3 export 

destinations, accounting for 80% of Malaysia’s exports to ASEAN. Meanwhile, 

expansion in exports were seen to the Philippines which increased by 7.3%, 

Cambodia (↑61.1%), Viet Nam (↑1.2%) and Brunei (↑3.4%). Exports to Cambodia 

registered strong performance in 2019, growing at the fastest rate since 2001.  

 

Singapore continued to be the largest export market in ASEAN with a share of 48.2% 

of total exports to the region. Exports to Singapore decreased by 2.4% to RM136.89 

billion, the first decline since 2016 due to lower exports of E&E products, petroleum 

products and crude petroleum.  

 

Similarly, exports to Thailand contracted by 2.2% to RM55.81 billion, underpinned by 

lower exports of E&E products. However, exports of LNG, machinery, equipment and 

parts, iron and steel products as well as transport equipment registered increases. 

Exports to Viet Nam recorded a growth of 1.2% to reach RM34.73 billion, owing 

mainly to higher exports of E&E products and manufactures of metal. These two 

products comprised 36.3% of Malaysia’s exports to Viet Nam. 
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Imports from ASEAN decreased by 8.8% to RM204.88 billion. Main imports were E&E 

products, petroleum products as well as chemicals and chemical products.  

 

China - Malaysia's Largest Export Destination in 2019 

 
China remained as Malaysia’s largest trading partner for 11 consecutive years and 

accounted for 17.2% of Malaysia’s total trade in 2019. Trade with China valued at 

RM315.19 billion with a marginal increase of 0.2% from 2018. 

 

In 2019, exports to China amounted to RM139.61 billion, constituting 14.2% of total 

exports. China surpassed Singapore as Malaysia's largest export destination after 

being the 2nd largest export destination since 2012.  

 

Exports to China grew by 0.3% with higher exports of broad-based products 

particularly iron and steel products, LNG, paper and pulp products, palm oil and palm 

oil based agriculture products, manufactures of metal, optical and scientific equipment 

as well as processed food. Exports of palm oil and palm oil based agriculture products 

to China rebounded by 17.8%, after declining for 7 consecutive years. 

 

China remained as Malaysia’s largest import source, accounting for 20.7% share of 

total imports in 2019. Imports from China increased by 0.1% to RM175.59 billion, 

aided by higher imports of petroleum products, transport equipment and manufactures 

of plastics. 

 

EU – Manufactured Goods Recorded Highest Export Share of 91.3% in 19 Years 

 

Trade with the EU in 2019 amounted to RM174.65 billion or 9.5% share of Malaysia’s 

trade, a decrease of 4.8% compared to 2018.  

Exports to the EU declined by 2.9% to RM95.78 billion due to lower exports of 

manufactures of metal, palm oil and palm oil based agriculture products, chemicals 

and chemical products as well as iron and steel products. However, improved export 

performance were seen in exports of machinery, equipment and parts, petroleum 
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products, transport equipment, palm oil-based manufactured products and processed 

food which collectively increased by RM1.44 billion. Manufactured goods continued to 

dominate exports to the region with the share expanded to 91.3%, marking the highest 

share since 2001, in comparison with the agriculture and mining goods. 

 

Among the top 10 EU markets which accounted for 90.5% of Malaysia’s total exports 

to the EU, 3 countries recorded expansion namely, Spain which continued to record 

double-digit growth for 3 consecutive years, increased by 15.3%, the UK (↑5.2%) and 

Hungary (↑1.9%).  

 

Imports from the EU dropped by 7% to RM78.88 billion and the main imports were 

E&E products, machinery, equipment and parts as well as transport equipment.  

 

US - Exports to the US Continued to Rise for 6 Consecutive Years 

 

Trade with the US expanded by 5.6% to RM164.45 billion, constituting 9% of 

Malaysia’s total trade in 2019. Exports to the US continued to grow for 6 consecutive 

years, rising by 5.5% to RM95.78 billion, the highest value since 2007. 

 

The expansion in exports was led mainly by manufactured goods which increased by 

6.4% to RM93.07 billion and accounted for 97.2% of Malaysia’s total exports to the 

country. This was supported by higher exports of E&E products, wood products, 

manufactures of plastics and processed food. Exports of E&E products rebounded by 

7.7% to reach a record high of RM50.91 billion since 2009. This product represented 

53.2% of Malaysia’s exports to the US. 

 

Imports from the US grew by 5.7% to RM68.67 billion and the main imports were E&E 

products, chemicals and chemical products as well as machinery, equipment and 

parts. 

Japan - the 4th Largest Trading Partner for 5 Successive Years 
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Japan remained as Malaysia’s 4th largest trading partner since 2015. This is despite a 

decline in trade with Japan by 4% to RM128.83 billion in 2019. Trade with Japan 

accounted for 7% of Malaysia’s total trade. 

 

Exports contracted by 7.3% to RM65.25 billion, on account of lower exports of LNG, 

wood products and E&E products. These products contributed 58.9% to Malaysia’s 

total exports to Japan. Nevertheless, exports of transport equipment and processed 

food registered a remarkable growth of 39.9% to RM992 million and 20.1% to RM1.14 

billion, respectively. These products recorded their highest export value, thus far. 

 

Imports from Japan decreased by 0.4% to RM63.58 billion in 2019. Major imports 

were E&E products, machinery, equipment and parts as well as transport equipment. 

 

FTA Markets   

 

In 2019, trade with Free Trade Agreement (FTA) partners were lower by 3.4% to 

RM1.224 trillion and accounted for 66.7% of Malaysia’s total trade. Exports to FTA 

partners decreased by 3.2% to RM672.11 billion, representing 68.1% of Malaysia’s 

total exports. Major export products were E&E products, petroleum products as well 

as chemicals and chemical products which contributed 51.4% to Malaysia’s total 

exports to FTA markets. 

 

Imports dipped by 3.7% to RM551.45 billion and the major imports were E&E 

products, petroleum products as well as chemicals and chemical products. 

 

Emerging Export Markets 

 

In 2019, significant growth in exports were recorded to the emerging markets such as 

Mexico, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Qatar, Kenya, Togo and Nigeria. Exports to 

Mexico increased by 8% to RM9.05 billion due to higher exports of chemicals and 

chemical products. Exports to Bangladesh increased by 7.6% to RM9.7 billion, Sri 

Lanka (↑23.2% to RM3.56 billion), Qatar (↑64.9% to RM1.63 billion), Kenya (↑58.6% 
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to RM1.5 billion), Togo (↑75.1% to RM1.02 billion) and Nigeria (↑16.6% to RM2.01 

billion) driven by higher exports of petroleum  products.  

 

Performance of Major Sectors  

 

Highest Share of Manufactured Goods Since 2003  

 

In 2019, exports of manufactured goods with a value of RM834.17 billion, accounted 

for a larger share of total exports at 84.6% compared to 83.4% in 2018.  

 

E&E products held the biggest share of Malaysia’s export composition in 2019, at 

37.8% or RM372.67 billion, despite a decrease of 2.3% or RM8.88 billion. The 

decrease was due to lower exports of storage units for computers, other units of 

computers as well as data processing equipment. However, increase in exports of 

E&E products over RM1 billion were registered for, among others: 

 

 Apparatus for transmission or reception of voice, images & data, increased by 

19.3% to RM13.03 billion; 

 Parts for electronic integrated circuits, ↑14.5% to RM13.98 billion; 

 Microphones, loudspeakers, headphones, earphones, amplifier sets, and parts, 

↑20.2% to RM7.75 billion;  

 Electric control panels and parts for switching apparatus, ↑21.8% to RM6.64 

billion; and 

 Photosensitive semiconductor devices, ↑6.5% to RM19.39 billion. 

 

Declines in exports of E&E products were registered to China, Hong Kong SAR, 

Singapore, Thailand and Germany. However, expansion in exports were seen to 

Taiwan, the US, the Netherlands and Viet Nam.   

 

Other manufactured products that recorded significant growth in exports for 

2019 were: 

 Iron and steel products, increased by 28.3% to RM19.89 billion; 

 Processed food, ↑12.1% to RM21.77 billion; 
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 Optical and scientific equipment, ↑5.5% to RM38.56 billion;  

 Non-metallic mineral products, ↑24.5% to RM9.06 billion;  

 Paper and pulp products, ↑29.3% to RM6.4 billion;  

 Transport equipment, ↑6.1% to RM19.14 billion;  

 Machinery, equipment and parts, ↑1.8% to RM41.39 billion; and 

 Textiles, apparels and footwear; ↑4.2% to RM15.53 billion. 

 

Mining Goods 

 

Exports of mining goods declined by 10.6% to RM80.37 billion. This sector made up 

8.1% share of total exports in 2019. Exports of crude petroleum decreased by 28.1% 

to RM26.35 billion due to lower Average Unit Value (AUV) and volume. However, 

petroleum condensates and other petroleum oil surged by 80.8%.  

 

Agriculture Goods 

 

Exports of agriculture goods contracted by 3.2% to RM64.86 billion and accounted for 

6.6% of total exports in 2019. Exports of palm oil and palm oil-based agriculture 

products declined by 3.6% to RM43.1 billion, mainly due to lower exports of palm 

kernel oil on account of lower AUV.  

 

Performance of Imports 

 

Intermediate and Capital Goods Accounted for 66.8% of Imports 

 

In 2019, Malaysia’s total imports slipped by 3.5% to RM849.01 billion. The three main 

categories of imports by end use which accounted for 75.6% of total imports in 2019 

were: 

 

 Intermediate goods valued at RM467.18 billion or 55% of total imports, 

increased by 1.1% from 2018, following higher imports of primary industrial 

supplies particularly ores;  
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 Capital goods (RM100.32 billion or 11.8% of total imports), ↓10.8%, due mainly 

to lower imports of transport equipment for industrial, particularly aircrafts; and 

 

 Consumption goods (RM74.01 billion or 8.7% of total imports), ↑1.3%, buoyed 

by higher imports of non-durables mainly for pharmaceutical products.  

 

China remained the largest import source since 2011, followed by Singapore, the US, 

Japan and Taiwan. These countries represented 53.5% of total imports. Imports from 

ASEAN amounted to RM204.88 billion or 24.1% share of Malaysia’s total imports 

while the EU accounted for 9.3% share, with a value of RM78.88 billion. 

 

TRADE PERFORMANCE FOR FOURTH QUARTER 2019 

 

Q4 2019 – Trade Surplus Up by 0.6% 

 

Total trade for the fourth quarter (Q4) of 2019 contracted by 3.6% to RM479.22 billion 

compared with Q4 2018. Exports decreased by 3.3% to RM257.87 billion and imports 

dropped by 4% to RM221.35 billion. This resulted in a trade surplus of RM36.52 

billion, up marginally by 0.6%. 

 

Compared to the third quarter (Q3) 2019, trade, exports and imports increased by 

4.1%, 4.4% and 3.7%, respectively. 

 

TRADE PERFORMANCE FOR DECEMBER 2019 

 

December Exports Up by 2.7% y-o-y, the Fastest Rate in 2019 

 

Malaysia’s total trade in December 2019 recorded a growth of 1.9% to RM160.22 

billion compared with a year ago. Significant increases in trade were recorded with 

China, the UAE, Indonesia and the US. Trade surplus was recorded at RM12.58 

billion, higher by 14.7% compared to the same month in 2018. This was the 266th 

consecutive month of trade surplus since November 1997.  
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Exports rebounded in December with a growth of 2.7% to RM86.4 billion, after 4 

consecutive months of decline. This was buoyed by higher exports of manufactured 

and agriculture goods particularly petroleum products, palm oil and palm oil based 

agriculture products, iron and steel products as well as transport equipment. 

Manufactured goods accounted for 84.4% of total exports, mining goods (8.3%) and 

agriculture goods (6.6%). Major export products were: 

 

 E&E products valued at RM31.05 billion, with a share of 35.9% of total exports, 

decreased by 5.4% from December 2018;  

 Petroleum products (RM7.01 billion, 8.1%, ↑36.5%);  

 Chemicals and chemical products (RM4.97 billion, 5.8%, ↓7.3%); 

 Palm oil and palm oil based agriculture products (RM3.97 billion, 4.6%, 

↑34.2%); and  

 Optical and scientific equipment (RM3.63 billion, 4.2%, ↑11.9%). 

 

Imports in December 2019 grew by 0.9% to RM73.82 billion compared with December 

2018. Imports increased on the back of higher uptake of intermediate and 

consumption goods. The three main categories of imports by end use were: 

 

 Intermediate goods valued at RM41.85 billion or 56.7% of total imports, 

increased by 6%;  

 Capital goods (RM8.62 billion or 11.7% of total imports, ↓10.9%); and 

 Consumption goods (RM6.82 billion or 9.2% of total imports, ↑3.2%).  

 

On a month-on-month (m-o-m) basis, total trade and exports were higher by 3.3% and 

6.8%, respectively while imports decreased by 0.6%.  
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Notes: 

 

  It should be noted that, conceptually, the export and import figures in the external trade statistics are different 

from that in the goods account of the balance of payments compilation. The compilation of international 

merchandise trade statistics is usually based on customs records, which essentially reflect the physical 

movement of goods across borders, and follow international guidelines on concepts and definitions i.e. 

International Merchandise Trade Statistics: Concepts and Definitions 2010 (IMTS 2010) which is different from 

the principles of the System of National Accounts (SNA) and the Balance of Payments Compilation.  Goods 

are defined in the SNA as “physical objects for which a demand exists, over which ownership rights can be 

established and whose ownership can be transferred from one institutional unit to another by engaging in 

transactions on markets”. 

 

 “This is a preliminary release, full details would be published in the “MONTHLY EXTERNAL TRADE 

STATISTICS” report by the Department of Statistics, Malaysia, to be disseminated at 1300 hours, Tuesday, 4
th
 

February 2020 and can be downloaded through statistic at the Department of Statistics, Malaysia’s portal 

(https://www.dosm.gov.my/v1). 

 
+  This media release can be accessed through the portal of Malaysian External Trade Statistics, Ministry of 

International Trade and Industry (http://www.miti.gov.my) and Malaysia External Trade Development 

Corporation (http://www.matrade.gov.my). 

 

  The December 2019 data is provisional and subject to revision in later issue. 

 

 With effect from reference month April 2018, selection of codes for exports and imports of palm oil and palm 

oil-based products has been reviewed and revised for better representation of the product and this has 

resulted in some changes to the data. 

 

FTA partners comprises of 19 countries: China, Singapore, Japan, Thailand, Republic of Korea, Indonesia, 

India, Australia, Viet Nam, Philippines, New Zealand, Turkey, Pakistan, Myanmar, Cambodia, Brunei, Chile, 

Lao PDR and Hong Kong SAR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     

http://www.miti.gov.my/
http://www.matrade.gov.my/
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TABLE 1: SUMMARY OF MALAYSIA’S EXTERNAL TRADE 

             

Year/ Total Exports Total Imports Trade Balance Total Trade 

Period (RM Million) (RM Million) (RM Million) (RM Million) 

             

2018f             
January  83,252.4   73,201.3   10,051.1   156,453.7  

February  70,552.3   61,416.8   9,135.6   131,969.1  

March  84,855.7   69,896.7   14,959.0   154,752.4  
April  84,636.4   71,373.5   13,262.9   156,009.9  

May  82,862.0   74,039.6   8,822.4   156,901.6  

June  78,845.2   72,746.2   6,098.9   151,591.4  

July  86,474.6   78,349.1   8,125.5   164,823.8  

August  81,982.2   80,536.1   1,446.1   162,518.3  

September  83,341.9   67,770.9   15,571.0   151,112.9  

October  97,122.0   80,270.5   16,851.6   177,392.5  

November  85,542.5   77,046.3   8,496.2   162,588.8  

December  84,119.5   73,156.9   10,962.6   157,276.5  

             

2019p             

January   85,399.9     73,885.7     11,514.2     159,285.5   

February   66,599.5     55,543.1     11,056.4     122,142.5   

March   84,063.2     69,678.9     14,384.2     153,742.1   

April   85,155.0     74,345.6     10,809.4     159,500.6   

May   84,138.2     75,062.7     9,075.5     159,201.0   

June   76,143.2     65,631.0     10,512.2     141,774.2   

July   87,958.4     73,682.5     14,275.9     161,640.9   

August   81,357.4     70,460.9     10,896.4     151,818.3   

September   77,721.3     69,367.2     8,354.0     147,088.5   

October   90,594.0     73,268.2     17,325.8     163,862.1   

November   80,872.3     74,261.3     6,610.9   155,133.6  

December   86,400.3     73,822.0     12,578.3     160,222.4   

             

Change m-o-m (%)  6.8   -0.6   90.3   3.3  
Change y-o-y (%)  2.7   0.9   14.7   1.9  
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2018f             

Q1  238,660.4   204,514.8   34,145.7   443,175.2  

Q2  246,343.6   218,159.3   28,184.2   464,502.9  

Q3  251,798.7   226,656.2   25,142.6   478,454.9  

Q4  266,784.1   230,473.7   36,310.4   497,257.8  

             

2019p             

Q1  236,062.5   199,107.7   36,954.8   435,170.2  

Q2  245,436.4   215,039.3   30,397.1   460,475.7  

Q3  247,037.0   213,510.6    33,526.3    460,547.6  

Q4   257,866.6   221,351.5    36,515.0    479,218.1  

             

Change q-o-q (%)  4.4   3.7   8.9   4.1  

Change y-o-y (%)  -3.3   -4.0   0.6   -3.6  

             

2018f  1,003,586.9   879,804.0   123,782.9   1,883,390.9  

2019p  986,402.5   849,009.2   137,393.3   1,835,411.7  

Change (%)  -1.7   -3.5   11.0   -2.5  

             
 
Note: Total may not necessarily add up due to rounding.  
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TABLE 2: MAJOR EXPORT PRODUCTS 
 

Products 

December 
2019p 

November   
2019p 

December 
2018f 

Change 
m-o-m 

Change 
y-o-y 

  RM Million RM Million RM Million % % 

Total Exports 86,400.3 80,872.3 84,119.5 6.8 2.7 

Electrical & Electronic Products  31,047.1 27,595.9 32,812.5 12.5 -5.4 

Petroleum Products 7,012.9 6,258.5 5,136.5 12.1 36.5 

Chemicals & Chemical Products 4,970.1 4,777.0 5,359.0 4.0 -7.3 

Palm Oil & Palm Oil Based  
Agriculture Products 3,970.4 3,575.4 2,958.1 11.0 34.2 

Optical & Scientific Equipment 3,633.9 3,584.0 3,246.1 1.4 11.9 

Machinery, Equipment & Parts 3,633.8 3,525.2 3,395.6 3.1 7.0 

LNG 3,557.2 3,214.2 4,518.8 10.7 -21.3 

Manufactures Of Metal 3,165.7 3,449.8 3,238.0 -8.2 -2.2 

Crude Petroleum 2,494.6 2,194.9 3,293.9 13.7 -24.3 

Rubber Products  2,385.5 2,283.2 2,237.1 4.5 6.6 
 

 

 

TABLE 3: MAJOR EXPORT MARKETS 

      

Markets 

December 
2019p 

November   
2019p 

December 
2018f 

Change 
m-o-m 

Change 
y-o-y 

 RM Million RM Million RM Million % % 

Total Exports 86,400.3 80,872.3 84,119.5 6.8 2.7 

China 13,666.8 12,545.3 11,597.7 8.9 17.8 

Singapore 11,572.8 11,541.1 11,895.0 0.3 -2.7 

USA 9,086.7 7,829.7 7,895.8 16.1 15.1 

Hong Kong SAR 5,322.8 4,684.6 6,502.1 13.6 -18.1 

Japan 5,312.3 5,039.6 6,167.8 5.4 -13.9 

Thailand 4,117.1 4,078.4 4,443.3 0.9 -7.3 

Taiwan  3,338.9 2,777.6 2,617.4 20.2 27.6 

Indonesia 3,310.6 3,133.8 2,331.2 5.6 42.0 

ROK 3,251.3 2,987.5 3,198.9 8.8 1.6 

Viet Nam 3,248.1 2,984.4 2,894.8 8.8 12.2 
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TABLE 4: MAJOR EXPORT PRODUCTS (QUARTERLY) 
 

Products 

Q4 
2019p 

Q3 
2019p 

Q4 
2018f 

Change 
q-o-q 

Change 
y-o-y 

  RM Million RM Million RM Million % % 

Total Exports 257,866.6 247,037.0 266,784.1 4.4 -3.3 

Electrical & Electronic Products  96,039.9 94,753.4 102,669.6 1.4 -6.5 

Petroleum Products 19,094.5 17,214.2 20,737.0 10.9 -7.9 

Chemicals & Chemical Products 14,702.2 13,982.0 16,068.4 5.2 -8.5 

Palm Oil & Palm Oil Based  
Agriculture Products 11,276.3 10,533.1 10,782.9 7.1 4.6 

Optical & Scientific Equipment 11,245.7 9,399.3 9,872.3 19.6 13.9 

Machinery, Equipment & Parts 10,602.1 10,481.1 10,049.1 1.2 5.5 

LNG 10,398.2 9,513.2 13,907.7 9.3 -25.2 

Manufactures Of Metal 10,119.4 10,891.5 11,153.5 -7.1 -9.3 

Rubber Products  6,802.4 6,359.7 6,894.5 7.0 -1.3 

Crude Petroleum 6,565.5 5,505.5 9,949.5 19.3 -34.0 
 

 

 

TABLE 5: MAJOR EXPORT MARKETS (QUARTERLY) 

      

Markets 

Q4 
2019p 

Q3 
2019p 

Q4 
2018f 

Change 
q-o-q 

Change 
y-o-y 

 RM Million RM Million RM Million % % 

Total Exports 257,866.6 247,037.0 266,784.1 4.4 -3.3 

China 39,797.7 35,679.1 38,920.2 11.5 2.3 

Singapore 37,037.5 34,019.5 38,373.7 8.9 -3.5 

USA 25,787.8 24,909.8 23,887.8 3.5 8.0 

Hong Kong SAR 17,407.7 16,676.4 19,832.6 4.4 -12.2 

Japan 15,772.1 15,585.8 18,948.4 1.2 -16.8 

Thailand 13,102.5 13,113.2 15,219.9 -0.1 -13.9 

Taiwan  10,356.7 9,376.6 9,548.9 10.5 8.5 

Viet Nam  9,288.6 8,588.0 9,364.3 8.2 -0.8 

ROK 9,151.9 8,449.4 9,901.7 8.3 -7.6 

Indonesia 9,103.8 7,578.5 7,904.8 20.1 15.2 
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TABLE 6: MAJOR EXPORT PRODUCTS (2019) 
   

 
 

Products 

 
2019p 

 
2018f 

 
Change 

  RM Million RM Million % 

Total Exports 986,402.5 1,003,586.9 -1.7 

Electrical & Electronic Products  372,668.2 381,544.6 -2.3 

Petroleum Products 71,509.1 76,160.9 -6.1 

Chemicals & Chemical Products 57,005.9 57,714.6 -1.2 

Palm Oil & Palm Oil Based Agriculture  
Products 43,103.5 44,733.4 -3.6 

LNG 41,537.4 42,321.8 -1.9 

Manufactures Of Metal 41,492.9 44,663.6 -7.1 

Machinery, Equipment & Parts 41,389.7 40,668.0 1.8 

Optical & Scientific Equipment 38,560.9 36,563.3 5.5 

Crude Petroleum 26,346.1 36,649.4 -28.1 

Rubber Products  25,634.1 26,491.3 -3.2 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

TABLE 7: MAJOR EXPORT MARKETS (2019) 

     

Markets 

 
2019p 

 
2018f 

 
Change 

  RM Million RM Million % 

Total Exports 986,402.5 1,003,586.9 -1.7 

China 139,605.4 139,147.3 0.3 

Singapore 136,888.3 140,248.9 -2.4 

USA  95,782.5 90,810.9 5.5 

Hong Kong SAR 66,544.8 74,831.0 -11.1 

Japan 65,247.0 70,384.6 -7.3 

Thailand 55,810.4 57,060.8 -2.2 

India 37,548.8 36,343.0 3.3 

Taiwan 36,945.0 32,814.1 12.6 

Viet Nam 34,729.1 34,329.2 1.2 

ROK 33,761.9 34,237.3 -1.4 
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TABLE 8: MAJOR IMPORT PRODUCTS 
 

Products 

December 
2019p 

November   
2019p 

December 
2018f 

Change 
m-o-m 

Change 
y-o-y 

  RM Million RM Million RM Million % % 

Total Imports 73,822.0 74,261.3 73,156.9 -0.6 0.9 

Electrical & electronic products  20,832.9 21,580.3 22,210.4 -3.5 -6.2 

Petroleum Products 6,745.4 8,734.7 6,299.7 -22.8 7.1 

Chemicals & chemical products 6,583.4 6,701.9 6,945.9 -1.8 -5.2 

Machinery, Equipment & Parts 5,897.7 5,703.1 6,202.9 3.4 -4.9 

Manufactures of Metal 4,271.4 4,494.9 4,005.6 -5.0 6.6 

Transport Equipment 3,347.7 3,779.8 3,527.2 -11.4 -5.1 

Crude Petroleum 2,680.0 1,113.2 1,890.9 140.7 41.7 

Iron & Steel Products 2,601.1 2,545.5 2,399.8 2.2 8.4 

Optical & Scientific Equipment 2,138.3 2,197.4 1,968.7 -2.7 8.6 

Processed food 1,774.2 1,895.3 1,854.6 -6.4 -4.3 
 

 

 
TABLE 9: MAJOR IMPORT SOURCES 

      

Sources 

December 
2019p 

November   
2019p 

December 
2018f 

Change 
m-o-m 

Change 
y-o-y 

 RM Million RM Million RM Million % % 

Total Imports 73,822.0 74,261.3 73,156.9 -0.6 0.9 

China 15,956.2 16,572.0 15,482.5 -3.7 3.1 

Singapore 7,217.5 8,353.4 7,610.2 -13.6 -5.2 

Japan  6,230.6 5,635.3 5,373.6 10.6 15.9 

USA 5,772.2 6,367.9 5,754.2 -9.4 0.3 

Taiwan 4,775.5 4,795.7 5,167.6 -0.4 -7.6 

Thailand 3,440.1 3,604.7 4,159.1 -4.6 -17.3 

Indonesia 3,430.0 3,131.1 3,170.5 9.5 8.2 

ROK 3,054.0 3,288.6 3,126.6 -7.1 -2.3 

United Arab Emirates  2,709.5 2,070.5 816.7 30.9 231.8 

India 2,427.6 2,286.5 2,301.7 6.2 5.5 
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TABLE 10: MAJOR IMPORT PRODUCTS (QUARTERLY) 
 

Products 

Q4 
2019p 

Q3 
2019p 

Q4 
2018f 

Change 
q-o-q 

Change 
y-o-y 

  RM Million RM Million RM Million % % 

Total Imports 221,351.5 213,510.6 230,473.7 3.7 -4.0 

Electrical & electronic products  64,290.4 61,647.0 68,066.4 4.3 -5.5 

Petroleum Products 21,891.3 18,342.2 25,465.1 19.3 -14.0 

Chemicals & chemical products 19,756.0 21,226.4 21,701.7 -6.9 -9.0 

Machinery, Equipment & Parts 17,282.1 18,087.0 18,621.2 -4.5 -7.2 

Manufactures of Metal 13,965.5 10,994.3 12,270.7 27.0 13.8 

Transport Equipment 10,414.3 9,813.7 11,231.2 6.1 -7.3 

Iron & Steel Products 8,118.2 8,489.4 7,503.3 -4.4 8.2 

Optical & Scientific Equipment 6,508.4 6,218.6 5,964.4 4.7 9.1 

Processed food 5,391.8 5,041.9 5,435.5 6.9 -0.8 

Crude Petroleum 5,215.3 6,500.6 5,698.2 -19.8 -8.5 
 

 

 
TABLE 11: MAJOR IMPORT SOURCES (QUARTERLY) 

      

Sources 

Q4 
2019p 

Q3 
2019p 

Q4 
2018f 

Change 
q-o-q 

Change 
y-o-y 

 RM Million RM Million RM Million % % 

Total Imports 221,351.5 213,510.6 230,473.7 3.7 -4.0 

China 46,400.3 44,561.0 45,128.4 4.1 2.8 

Singapore 24,654.5 21,956.5 26,993.6 12.3 -8.7 

USA  18,398.6 17,360.7 17,063.7 6.0 7.8 

Japan 17,467.3 15,946.0 16,347.6 9.5 6.8 

Taiwan 14,214.3 13,992.4 16,785.5 1.6 -15.3 

Thailand 10,932.8 10,666.9 12,438.0 2.5 -12.1 

Indonesia 10,217.0 10,058.7 11,067.1 1.6 -7.7 

ROK 9,475.5 10,821.4 10,434.0 -12.4 -9.2 

India  7,071.0 6,168.6 8,036.7 14.6 -12.0 

Australia 6,471.3 5,793.7 5,958.9 11.7 8.6 
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TABLE 12: MAJOR IMPORT PRODUCTS (2019) 
   

Products 

 
2019p 

 
2018f 

 
Change 

  RM Million RM Million % 

Total Imports 849,009.2 879,804.0 -3.5 

Electrical & electronic products  245,463.8 262,622.7 -6.5 

Chemicals & chemical products 81,553.6 82,934.1 -1.7 

Petroleum Products 77,507.9 86,014.7 -9.9 

Machinery, Equipment & Parts 69,639.0 73,778.4 -5.6 

Manufactures of Metal 47,102.9 46,147.6 2.1 

Transport Equipment 40,781.6 45,170.9 -9.7 

Iron & Steel Products 31,185.4 30,978.4 0.7 

Crude Petroleum 25,186.6 21,646.4 16.4 

Optical & Scientific Equipment 24,177.2 23,395.9 3.3 

Processed food 20,275.0 19,953.6 1.6 

     

 
 
TABLE 13: MAJOR IMPORT SOURCES (2019) 

     

Sources 

 
2019p 

 
2018f 

 
Change 

  RM Million RM Million % 

Total Imports 849,009.2 879,804.0 -3.5 

China 175,589.3 175,416.5 0.1 

Singapore 89,546.9 103,071.1 -13.1 

USA 68,668.9 64,947.3 5.7 

Japan 63,583.6 63,857.5 -0.4 

Taiwan 57,027.2 63,576.2 -10.3 

Thailand 44,167.5 48,623.7 -9.2 

ROK 38,804.4 39,283.9 -1.2 

Indonesia 38,799.7 40,490.3 -4.2 

Germany 26,745.4 26,380.4 1.4 

India 24,285.1 26,497.0 -8.3 

 

Source: Department of Statistics, Malaysia 
Tabulated by: MATRADE 
 
Notes:   
p - provisional data 
f  - final data 



                          
  
 

 

CHART 1: MALAYSIA’S MONTHLY EXTERNAL TRADE PERFORMANCE, 2013 – 2019 
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